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J March 1958

Mr. F. Moran McConthe
Commisgioner

Public Bufldings Service
Washington 28, D. C.

Dear Mr, McCouthe:

We heve noted with interest the current publicity concerning the con-
struction of the Potomac River hridge and were recently advised informally
by officials of the Public Buildings Service that the new target date 1s some
two years earlier than that provided for in the former schedule, As ) un~
derstand it, the comstruction of the approaches to the bridge would require
the demolition of several bulldings now eccupied by the Central Intelligence
Agency and some consideration iz being given to requesting that we vacate
these buildings early in 1959,

Whether the eventual additional river crossing ie a bridge or a tunnel,
we fully recognize the need for it and the impoxtance of completing it as
soon as possible. However, we consider it extremely important that the
timing for the construction of the approaches be such as will not require us
to vacate the bulldings to be demolished until we can move into our new build-
ing at Langley the latter part of 1960 or early in 1961. Aside from the very
substantial cost of making such a temporsry move, it seems very doulsful
thet proper accommodations could be prepared by early 1959, The activi-
ties concerned sre, for the most part, rather specialized and normal coffice~
type space does not lend itself to their use in many instauces. Many of these
activities could not move until comparable accommodations, including spe-
cialized equipment, were available at the interim location. Even more im-
portant, however, 1s the fact that it is almost mandatory that most of the
activities which would be affected must be in immediate proximity to other
Apency components and the Director. To do otherwise weuld most seriously
jeopardize the efficiency of our operation and the timeliness of our product.
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To atterapt such an isterim move would, in our opinion, be comtrary
to the national interest. I would, therefore, like to request that the neces™
sary action be taken to insuvre that those affected bulldiags occuplied by thie
Agency be meintained for our use ustil we are able to move the components
which occupy them directly into our new building.
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to discuss this matter in further detail if you 20 desive,
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L. X. White
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